
Behind The Tack Room Door 
Sometimes in life a person will cross your path who blows you away, who restores 
your faith in mankind, who really is a hero.  We are lucky enough in our small 
equestrian community of Vancouver Island to have just that woman and her name is 
PAULA LEWEKE.  A true angel to the horses.  Paula will say  “we as humans can do 
better for our animals.”  She is not afraid to talk the talk but, more importantly, she is 
not afraid to walk the walk.  Since rescuing her first pony at the age of 11 Paula has 
rescued more than 75 horses.  When you ask her why she does it, the answer is 
simple “her love for the horse is what inspires her”. She loves them all and she 
believes they all deserve compassion, respect and love, whether they can be 
rehabilitated and given a second chance or whether it is end of life care.  Paula’s 
stories of the horses she has rescued will make you cry – tears of joy, tears of 
sadness – overwhelming emotions when you start to think of all the souls that don’t 
get rescued, who don’t have an angel named Paula to save them. 

Meet Chance.  Paula bought him at the 
auction as a unhandled and not gelded 
pony.  She gave him the start he never 
had – he got farrier care, vet care and 
started in a training program.  Paula was 

approached by a young 10 year old girl 
who had lost her mother and her pony.  She had connected 

with Chance and wanted him.  Paula new this girl needed Chance more than she 
did.  As Paula says “a rescue horse rescues a little girl” 

It can often take two years from time of rescue to finding a suitable home.  These 
horses come with a multitude of problems which Paula sets about to correct - health 
problems from neglect, veterinarian care, farrier care, training and trust issues.  She 
sinks everything she’s got into these horses, all of her heart, her time, her own 
money.   

 

The greatness of a nation and its 
moral progress can be judged by 
the way it treats its animals 
~Ghandi



 

Paula tells one story of a 10 year old stallion that she rescued from the Kamloops 
auction.  She bought him for $350.  It took a month for the trainer to be able to just 
touch him, but in four months he could load, he could be sat on.  His name was 
Silver Cloud.  Over the winter he became really ill.  The vet bills started to 
accumulate - $3600 later and 24 hour care by Paula for two weeks and he pulled 
through.  By now, Paula has spent $12,000 on Silver Cloud saving him.  She found 
him a forever home with a lovely lady that wanted a mustang in memory of her 
father.  This lady only had $2500 to spend but Paula was not out to make money.  
For her, this is a true rescue of love. 

One of Paula’s more recent rescues was a team of Appy x Drafts.  They were older 
and been used to pull sleighs all winter and then thrown away to slaughter as the 
owner could not bother to treat them for their coughs.  Paula rescued them from the 
Rimbley Auction in Alberta.  Unfortunately, the older horse of the team died a month 
after Paula rescued them.  Paula has nursed the second half of the team back to 
health and he has become her heart horse.  Reggie will live out his days happily 
teaching Paula to drive and will never have to face the terrible fate of being in an 
auction again. 

I could talk to Paula for hours about the horses and their stories.  I wanted to know 
about them all.  With each story she told me, Paula was the first to give credit to all 
the people involved in a rescue along the way.  There are so many things that must 
fall into place in order to “pull a horse from the kill pen” and each and every person is 
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Until we extend our circle of 
compassion to all living things, 
humanity will not find peace.”  
― Albert Schweitzer

!

Silver Cloud in the kill pen

Silver Cloud saved from slaughter



important.  Paula’s sister and brother-in-law are 
key players in the process.  Also Zach and 
Meagan Nance (Victoria) and Gina Kararrigas 
(Coombs) have been invaluable offering training 
services at a discount.  Paula’s husband – 
although not a horse person – supports the 
rescue efforts as well.  The past two years have 
been exceptionally hard as Paula has battled 
cancer and was unable to work, having to use her 
pension money to fund the horse rescues. 

I could go on filling pages about the horses Paula 
has rescued.  But this wouldn’t be an article about horse rescue without addressing 
the obvious.  How did we get to this point?  Where is the compassion?  Why do we 
as a country think it is ok to send live horses overseas for slaughter?  Did you know 
that 90 live young draft horses are sent overseas for slaughter each week?  They 
travel in horrific conditions. Exporting horses for human consumption has become a 
business and the laws around the care of these horses needs to be addressed. I 
encourage everyone to take a look at The Canadian Horse Defense Council 
Coalition website.  We need to support the people trying to make change.  Humane 
treatment of all animals whether they are pets or livestock should be mandatory.   
Not only is Paula out there rescuing the horses but she is constantly lobbying for 
change.  She has written the Prime Minister, the mayor of Calgary and the Premier 
of Alberta and met with our local MLA. 

Our very own Paula has been nominated for Horse Canada Heroes of the Horse 
Contest.  Please, please, please visit https://horse-canada.com/heroes-of-the-
horse-2019/?contest=photo-detail&photo_id=88144 to vote.  
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Being deeply loved gives you 
strength, loving deeply gives you 
courage ~ Lao Tzu
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